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Dr Wendy MacNab, Consultant Gynaecological Oncologist at ESNEFT, has led a transformative 
innovation in endometrial cancer diagnostics through the introduction of the WID-easy test—the 
first of its kind in the East of England. This PCR-based vaginal swab detects molecular markers 
associated with endometrial cancer and enables rapid, accurate triage for women presenting with 
post-menopausal bleeding. Through pathway redesign across clinical and laboratory services, 
results are now delivered within days rather than weeks, significantly improving speed of diagnosis 
and patient experience. 

Replacing traditional first-line investigations such as outpatient hysteroscopy, the test offers a 
minimally invasive, evidence-based alternative with around 90% sensitivity and high specificity. This 
has reduced unnecessary invasive procedures by approximately 90% while maintaining effective 
cancer detection. Dr MacNab’s leadership has brought together multidisciplinary teams across two 
hospital sites to safely embed this innovation into routine NHS care, improving both efficiency and 
quality. 

The impact has been substantial. Patients benefit from faster reassurance, fewer painful procedures, 
and a more compassionate care pathway, with many avoiding unnecessary interventions. Earlier 
and more accurate diagnosis enables quicker escalation for high-risk patients, improving clinical 
outcomes. The approach also delivers significant system benefits, reducing costs associated with 
invasive diagnostics and increasing service capacity. 

Widely praised by patients and highlighted in national media, this work reflects a major 
advancement in women’s health. Now embedded across ESNEFT and supported regionally, it 
demonstrates a scalable model of research-driven innovation, positioning the Trust as a leader in 
modern, patient-centred cancer diagnostics. 


